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ABSTRACT 
This paper examines the Benefits of Teaching Library and Information Services 
as Elective Course in Adult and Non-Formal Education Curriculum in Nigerian 
Colleges of Education for better understanding of library and its services. It 
discussed the objective(s) of Adult and Non-formal Education programme which 
include; to produce dedicated and skilled facilitators of Adult learners, 
preparation of facilitators with in-dept knowledge of emerging contemporary 
issues related to Adult and Non-formal Education, training of facilitators with 
the right attitude to adult and Non-formal Education; produce facilitators that 
are able to guide and support learners to acquire relevant knowledge, skills, 
attitudes and values necessary for living. Also discussed include the contents 
which are: meaning of library and information services, historical background 
of information services in Adult and Non-formal Education; public 
enlightenment campaign and rural newspapers, mobile services, management of 
rural libraries among others. The services identified are lending services, inter-
library loan service, preservation services, provisition of seating and study 
facilities, reference services, Current Awareness Services (CAS), Selected 
Dissemination of Information (SDI) and exhibition and display. The paper 
concludes by stating the benefits of the study to students thus helped the Adult 
students to understand himself, his talents, his potentials, his limitations and 
relationship with others and his society. Above all helped them to acquire the 
needed skills in library operation. 
Keywords: Library, Information Services, Adult and Non-formal Education,       
College of Education 

 
INTRODUCTION 
Essentially, library and information services are library processes and activities with the aim of 
providing desirable and suitable information to the library patrons, which will contribute to better 
practices of productivity of the library patrons. Information services as noted by Nwokocha (2014) 
include whatever is necessary to meet users need, for example, organizing open reference current 
awareness services (CAS), selective dissemination of information (SDI), inter-library loan (ILL), 
carrying out in-dept detail searches in traditional materials or online data bases, preparing abstract 
and summaries. The above statements and other purposes are the reason why library and 
information services is included (as elective course) in Adult and Non-formal education curriculum, 
to acquaint the students with the skills, method, and techniques necessary for library operation and 
to produce dedicated facilitators of Adult learners. The philosophy behind the programme as stated 
inter-alia in NCCE Minimum Standard is that a good proportion of the Nigerian population are 
illiterate and is known to underutilize its talents and abilities. The Nation cannot achieve its 
development aspiration if large group of her citizen remains illiterate. Therefore, the mandate of the 
teacher training programme at the NCE level which is the recognized minimum teaching 
qualification in Nigeria, is to produce qualify teachers for the basic education  sub-sector. The 
minimum standard (2012)ed.  
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Stipufy that if the NCE is to remain relevant to the sub-sector, it is intended to serve and prepare 
teachers with knowledge at the different levels and areas of the basic education programme without 
being oblivious of the needs for higher education of the beneficiaries.  
The minimum standard also prescribed that library and information services should be offered as an 
elective course which attrack two credits hours with course code ANF 117B. The course is intended 
to compliment the students programme as double major subject combination with the minimum 
credits for graduation of about 117-118hrs while the maximum is 126hrs. Hence, the objectives of 
this study are to; 
 
 Examine the objective(s) of Adult and Non-formal Education as stipufy in minimum 

standard. 
 Assess the library and information services course outline as outlined in the NCCE 

minimum standard. 
 Explain few topics from the course outline to enable the students have a fair knowledge of 

library information services as applied to information sourcing and other educational sector 
in the net. 

 Assess the benefits of Library/Information services to students of Adult/Non-formal 
Education programme at completion of the programme.  

 
The objectives of Adult and Non-formal Education Programmes in Colleges of Education in 
Nigeria 
For effective implementation of Adult and Non-formal Education programme in Nigeria Colleges 
of Education, the NCCE minimum standard (2012) ed. stated that the following objective(s) of the 
programme are to: 
 produce dedicated and skilled facilitators of Adult learners; 
 prepare facilitators with in-dept knowledge of emerging contemporary issues related to 

Adult and Non-formal Education; 
 train facilitators with the right attitude to Adult and Non-formal Education; 
 produce facilitators that are able to guide and support learners to acquire relevant 

knowledge, skills, attitudes and values necessary for living; 
 produce facilitators who should be able to mobilize communities for education and 

development; and 
 provide opportunity for further education in Adult and Non-formal Education. 

 
The Contents of Library and Information Services as Approved by the NCCE Minimum 
Standard for Adult/Non-formal Education Programme 
The course contents for library and information services as approved by the NCCE minimum 
standard (2012) ed. for students to offer as elective course in first semester year 1. The student are 
intended to use two credit hours for effective teaching/learning process. These contents include: 

- meaning of library and information services 
- Historical background of information services in Adult and Non-formal education 
- Public enlightenment  campaign and rural  newspapers 
- The concept of rural reading rooms 
- Mobile libraries in Nigeria 
- Management of rural libraries 
- Challenges of information and other education resources including personnel in the rural 

areas 
- Internet access and use among neo-literates in the rural areas; and 
- Radio circles and reading materials among the neo-literates. 
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Explanation of Selected Course Contents: The selected course contents discussed include: 
i. Meaning of Library and Information Services: Library according to Ibegwam (2015) are 

organized collection of books and other information materials kept for reading, studying and 
referencing. It can also refers as an organised collection of published books, periodicals and 
other reading and audio visual resources imprint or electronics formats and the services of a 
professional capable of providing and interpreting such resources to meet the recreational 
needs of the learners. Library in a community as profess by Aina (2004) provides a unique 
service that should be accessible to everyone. Aina maintained that provision of Library and 
information services should be one of the fundamental human right of every citizen. He cry 
that the services provided to learners of individual libraries depend on the objectives of the 
parent institution. He mentioned the services to include: 

- Lending services 
- Inter-library loan service and document delivery 
- Preservation service 
- Provision of seating and study facilities 
- Reference service 
- Current awareness services (CAS) 
- Selected dissemination of information (SDI) 
- Exhibition and display 
- User education 
- Information literacy programme and 
- Extension and outreach services 

ii. Mobil Library Services in Nigeria: This service is referred to as Bookmobile service. It was 
introduced in Nigeria by the regional government in 1960’s and 1970’s, it was launched in 
order to extend library services to everyone in the then Bendel state irrespective of location 
(Okiy, 2004). As posited by Friese (2008), bookmobile services have reached segment of the 
rural population that would not otherwise have any library facilities at all (Kibat, 1990). The 
bookmobile has brought improvements to rural areas, stimulated reading interest and has 
increased general awareness on health, nutrition, child care, family planning, business etc. The 
mobile library service serve the rural communities that do not have access to library services. 
The mobile library carries a wide range of adult and children books, along with books on tape, 
free internet access and a free request service for books not in stock (Cork County Library, 
2015). The mobile library brings the local authority services to the heart of the rural 
community. It is a service that places a high priority on answering the needs of the individual 
citizen in the rural community. According to Cork County Library (2015), the mobile library or 
books on wheel respond to the reading and information needs of the public since 1960’s. 
Despite an expanding  branch network, the mobile library service still plays a key role in 
delivering library service to isolated communities, those with limited access to transport, people 
with disabilities and young people in rural communities. 

 
Importance of Mobile Library Services 
The importance of mobile libraries cannot be overemphasized. It  services include; 
- It takes information resources closer to the adults especially those in the rural areas 
- It strategically selects and delivers information that is peculiar to the adults and his or her 

environment, business and way of life in other to solve specific informational and educational 
problem 

- It encourages and promotes readership among rural dwellers especially Adults. 
- It keeps the rural community current and abreast of current information 
- It shows how important, dynamic, knowledgeable and thoughtful librarians as a professional 

who can display and exhibits new materials for the adult learners to read. 
- It promotes economic development in the society and  

10 



 
 

The Benefits of Teaching Library and Information Services as Elective Course in Adult and 
Non-Formal Education Curriculum in Nigerian Colleges of Education 

 
- It also gives a level of exposure to the adults and of course rural dwellers. 

 
iii. Management of Rural Libraries 
Management according to Aina (2004) is concerned mainly with the human and material resources, 
activities and tasks of an organization. The overall objective in the management of an institution 
like library is to produce the best possible results within the resources available to the patron and 
other useful members of the communities. In library management, effectiveness connotes the plans 
that the librarians need to execute so that the library can run effectively. The basic tasks to be 
performed by the facilitators to achieve the desirable result include: 
i. gathering of sources of information externally and internally 
ii. processing of sources of information for security purposes 
iii. information storage for conservation 
iv. reproduction and dissemination of information at the shortest possible time to the Adult 

learners 
v. management of both the use and change in the use of information for the learners satisfaction 
 
iv. Internet Access and Use Among Neo-Literates in the Rural Areas 
Olubiyo and Shiji (2011) defined internet as a global system of interconnected computer networks 
that use the standard internet protocol suit (TCP/IP) to serve millions  of users worldwide. They 
noted that, it is a network that consist of millions of public, academic, business and government 
network of local to global scope. They observed that internet are linked by a broad array of 
electronic, wireless and optical networking technologies. Internet serves as a medium through 
which information is being passed across two millions of users including Adult learners at the same 
time as far as they are connected. It is a reservoir of information from different authors, writers and 
publishes. It has made it possible for people (including Adult Learners) to discuss and share 
information at the same time regardless of space and distance constraint (Etuk, 2016). Others say 
internet is regarded as the hub of information worldwide and known as information “super high 
way” and network of networks of computers. As an international network system, it comprises 
thousands of regional networks of computers in various part of the globe. For Adult Learners to be 
connected to the internet there is needed for personal computer, modem, telephone software 
telephone and internet service provider (ISP). Therefore internet helps the adult learners to be 
aware of the current information available and how to use them when needs arises. 
 
BENEFITS OF INTERNET TO ADULT LEARNERS IN THE RURAL AREAS 
Internet resources offer a lot of advantages to users especially Adult learners in rural areas. It is the 
level of the users skills to exploit the resources that determine the level of what they will be able to 
get from them. Adult  learners can access the information resources as far as they are connected to 
network. This is the reason for the term global village. 
Madu and Aderiran (2005) emphasized on the advantages of internet for the Adult in the rural areas 
as follows: 
 Internet helps the adult dwellers and information center and other categories of users to 

develop I.T fluency. 
 The use of internet helps to improve communication between learners and their 

instructors and as well as among other learners. 
 Internet makes available to the users of library and information center the innumerable 

learning resources available on the world wide web (www) 
 The use of internet helps to improve communication between Adult learners and their 

teachers and as well as among students. 
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 The use of the resources available on the internet like e-mail, usenet or users network 
telnet etc help to reduce the physical distance between library and information centers 
and their users 

 The use of internet helps to improve management of the distance education programme 
with all the advantages conferred IT. Internet makes it possible to improve flexibility of 
teaching and learning modalities as it will afford users increase access to print and 
digital sources. 

 
CHALLENGES OF INFORMATION AND OTHER EDUCATION RESOURCES 
The libraries and information centers are usually established to supplement the efforts of the 
teachers in impacting knowledge. This role according to Ezekwe and Muokabe (2012) can only be 
played if the students can always avail themselves of the services of the libraries and information 
centers. They further stated that students on the contrary find it difficult to cultivate  the necessary 
reading, research and information seeking habit. They rather prefer to stay away from the libraries 
or information services centers in other to create more time for conviviality. Others who patronize 
the internet centers or cyber cafes do so for pornographic viewing or browsing for recreational 
activities. Based on this situation, Ezekwe and Muokebe (2012), Nwokocha (2014) and Ibegwam 
(2015) identified certain factors that have been affecting the effective use of information resources 
and ICT, viz; 
 The ICT resources are not globally used by all because of lack of technical knowledge of 

ICT and its operation 
 The high cost of ICT components is a major cause of non use of its resources 
 On the part of libraries, many do not use them because they are not interested in books and 

reading. 
 Many homes don’t have libraries and the youth cannot belong to book clubs. 
 At periods of war, conflicts, or political crises people don’t find it convenient to read. Also 

under economic hardship people only read for employment. 
 Teachers are regarded as working and mobile encyclopedias and what the teachers do not 

know is not worth knowing at all. 
 Distance and period of opening may be a barrier to use of information resources 
 Some people prefer using limited sources of information of their own instead of visiting 

libraries and information centers. 
 Many parents are illiterates and therefore cannot appreciate the importance of reading and 

using information resources. 
On education resources (College of Education Library) One of the basic objectives of every college 
is to provide information resources in their various formats in support of teaching, learning, 
research and community services that go on within the parent institution. This basic resources as 
noted by Ibegwam (2015) necessitates every library to have library resources that will meet the 
information needs of users within the institution. He added that library resources also known as 
library collections or materials simply refer to the totality of information materials that comprise a 
library’s collection. These resources according to him are acquired, organized, stored and 
disseminated to satisfy the information needs of the library users. These materials can be termed as 
integrated contents consisting of document, databases, e-books, e-journals, multimedia materials 
that make up a library collection. He deduced that non-print library resources are non-paper based 
information carriers. Their information content is not readily available or communicated in print 
media. These materials are based on technological innovation, which are in most cases invisible to 
the naked eyes. They usually appear in three different categories – audio, visual and audiovisual. 
Audio Materials: Aina (2004) and Ibegwam (2015) posit that these materials are important for 
educational and recreational purposes. They are materials that produce sound recording e.g records, 
record players, tape recorders, radio and cassettes etc. 

12 



 
 

The Benefits of Teaching Library and Information Services as Elective Course in Adult and 
Non-Formal Education Curriculum in Nigerian Colleges of Education 

 
Radio: are used to promote library services through the following ways: 
 All types of libraries should collaborate with Radio stations to air their programmes 
 Library services should be broadcast on radio 
 Radio stations should be used to disseminate the benefit of libraries to the masses. 
 Library development and functions should be presented during news commentaries. 
 Federal and States library association should use Radio stations to presents activities and 

events such as library week conferences/seminars. 
 Libraries should present live session of competitors such as essay, debates, quiz, 

spelling, reading, etc in the Radio 
 Locations of public, special libraries should be disseminated through the radio. 

 
Audio Visual Materials: These are non-print library resources that require both the eyes and the 
ears for their use. e.g; 
Television: Television could be used to promote library services through the following ways; 
 Presenting recorded library activities to the masses and broadcast it through Television. 
 Promote reading session. Library users could be televised while reading in the library. 
 Documentaries of development and benefit of libraries should be presented through 

Television. 
 Locations, services, resources and facilities of libraries should be presented through 

Television. 
 Reading, essay, quiz, debates, spelling and other competitions should be televised live to 

the masses, (Etim et al, 2017). 
 

CONCLUSION 
This paper has tried to review the benefits of teaching library and information services as elective 
course in Adult and Non-formal Education curriculum in Colleges of Education in Nigeria. It has 
discussed the objectives of Adult and Non-formal Education as approved in the NCCE Minimum 
Standard (2012). This paper further assess the library and information services course outline as 
outlined in the NCCE Minimum Standard. Few topics from the course outline were explained to 
enable the students have a fair knowledge of library operations and applied same during usage of 
the library for satisfaction. All the students were encouraged to use library for their assignment, 
term paper and research work or projects independently to act as a proof to understanding to basic 
skills in library operation. 
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